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My life in ZJU

X/ FEE

My life trajectory is kind of
complicated, and it consists of
a series of self-exploration and
try-outs. Thankfully, now | enjoy
what I’'m doing and even the
severe weather in Chicago does
not seem that daunting any
more. At Zhejiang University, |
studied Information Engineering
and gained a solid background
in math and computing, which
laid the foundation for my current
research on epidemiology.

| have been curious about
the unknown all the time, and
it is also this curiosity that
makes me want to continue
my studies in the US. Before
| went to US, the most known
aspect to Chinese people is
how fancy and cozy the life is in
states. It was not until | visited
Chicago before my fourth year
that | realized life in states is not
about brands and styles, but
instead it is being comfortable
with whatever you enjoy. They
do research work only because
they are interested in sciences;
they go to parties and drink only

when they feel they are having
fun. People are more direct and
care less about relationships,
which is a good and at the same
time a bad thing. It was this pre-
application visit to Chicago that
finally shaped my life values
and also greatly influenced
my decisions in choosing grad
schools.

At Zhejiang University,
| majored in Information
Engineering and was lucky
enough to be influenced by
lots of strong-minded friends.
When friends from other majors
were having fun, we chose to
work on our projects and carry
out experiments in the world
of sciences. Honestly, there
were times when | wanted to
give up, but it was the strong
desire for success and curiosity
of the unknown that kept me
going. Now I’'m not working in
the field of optical engineering
any more, but instead working
on epidemiology at UChicago,
but it is all that | went through in
college that finally led me on this

road.

| joined the Research
family program in the third year,
working with Professor Yang on
nanowire lasers and published
a paper in Advanced Materials
(IF 13.87) later. The third year
was really tough for me actually.
| took my GRE and Toefl exam
within a month, and at the
same time worked in the lab,
playing with all these delicate
nanowires, while taking many
major classes as well. Usually, |
worked in the lab until 11pm and
continued doing everything at
my dorm late in the night. Yes,
| did sacrifice a lot of fun things
for my schoolwork and research
projects, but it was what | did
in the past that gave me the
chance to be in Chicago now.

My life in my junior year
was all about experiments, and
the often failures did make me
really desperate, but they also
made me stronger in mind. |
was very fortunate that | did
manage to publish my paper in
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a good journal, but the research
experience did much more than
just a piece of paper. Through
the last stage for publication,
my mentor in the lab, together
with Professor Yang, we went
back and force over 10 times
just to make the sentences
and paragraphs look more
organized. We also conducted
extra experiments to support
our findings in the paper. Every
time after the experiment, |
needed to analyze the data and
make comparisons. It was then
that | realized | actually enjoy
analyzing data more than just
doing experiments. This was a
tremendous self-exploration. |
just realized | really enjoy using
software to deal with the existing
data and draw graphs and
whatever to support my findings.
It was fun!

Just like a connected
thread, with this experience, |
successfully got in a research
program at UChicago that
summer, and my experience
here had a extremely
strong influence on my later
applications for grad school.
Instead of calling it fate, | would
rather call it gains from pains,
and | would never regret it.

Now I'm a PhD student in
biostatistics and epidemiology.
Although this major looks
very different from Information
Engineering, they are actually
very related. They all end up
dealing with a lot of data and
building models to test your
hypothesis and come up with
conclusions. The only difference

B 35 - k2

may be that we now have the
data from hospitals instead of
nano-labs. As is known to all,
PhD students have a strong
focus on research, and it is
particularly true at University
of Chicago, which is known to
be a very serious school. The
good news for future students
in engineering is that the long
expected Institute of Molecular
Engineering at UChicago is
finally taking students and
offers everything you could
imagine here. Students in this
program will be provided with
advanced equipment and will
be able to have better student-
faculty interactions than other

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO0:

schools. Besides, the director
of the institute is very friendly
to Zhejiang University and he
organizes research programs
every year. Future students in
engineering should definitely
consider this option.

Life in another country is
not easy at all. Being far away
from family will be especially
painful during festival seasons.
However, we will also be able
to make new friends here and
meet people from all walks of
life. It would be a life-enriching
experience. My advice is to go
out and meet people, and you
will find a new world that you've
never seen before.
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